[Clinical studies of adjuvant systemic chemotherapy in breast cancer in The Netherlands assumes a greater number of patients than is available].
To determine whether the number of breast cancer patients in the Netherlands is sufficient for the current clinical investigations of adjuvant systemic chemotherapy. Descriptive. Nationwide. The number of current investigations of adjuvant therapy for breast cancer was obtained from the chairmen of the Comprehensive Cancer Centres and from the Protocol Review Committee of the Dutch Cancer Society (Koningin Wilhelmina Fonds). There were eight studies in progress. The current investigations of adjuvant therapy for breast cancer need 3612 patients (903 per year with a study duration of 4 years). The total number of relevant breast cancer patients per year in the Netherlands is 4993. Taking into account the necessary subgroups with respect to age and positive/negative axillary lymph nodes, and possible reluctance of patients and doctors to cooperate, it is not surprising that a number of studies are delayed. The number of breast cancer patients needed for clinical trials of adjuvant systemic chemotherapy in the Netherlands is a limiting factor for the progress of these studies.